
CITY OF ST. ANTHONY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 9, 2012, 7:00 p.m.
420 NORTH BRIDGE, SUITE A, ST. ANTHONY, 10, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

PRESENT: Mayor Neils Thueson, Council Members Suzanne Bagley, Bryant Biorn, Rick
Hill, Russ Rubert and Rod Willmore.

ABSENT: Council Member Tom Erickson

ALSO PRESENT: Public Works Superintendent Scott Butigan, City Attorney Bill Forsberg,
City Deputy Clerk Jenny Wilson, Police Chief Jim Smith and approximately two citizens.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Thueson at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Councilmember Bagley.

PUBLIC HEARING

2012/13 Budget Hearing - Mayor Thueson opened the floor to hear from the public
regarding the proposed 2012/13 Budget for the City of St. Anthony. Councilmember Biorn
described the proposed budget. Biorn said the tax amount to be collected by the county for
the city includes a three percent increase. However, it does not include the money held back
for the purpose of offsetting the taxes being collected by the South Fremont Fire District.
The county has informed the city the money foregone by the last budget and this budget will
still be available for up to three years after the amount is foregone. Biorn asked if council
would like to discuss this amount. Biorn said as part of the negotiations with the South
Fremont Fire District and annexation of the city into the district council decided the city would
offset the city's tax amount by the amount the Fire District would be collecting from the
citizens. This amount is equal to $75,000 not being collected by the city. Council made a
commitment to their residents not to collect that amount. Mayor Thueson said it made sense
then not to collect this amount and continues to make sense now, not to collect it in any other
year. It should continue to stay this way. Biorn said he would like to continue to uphold the
commitment made to the residents. Additionally, Biorn added, the city is not in financial
distress and there is no need to go back and reclaim the foregone amount. This money is
collectable and in Biorn's opinion should never be collected. Biorn said this budget was the
best they (the Finance Committee) could do based on the numbers given. Thueson asked
for any comment from the public. There being no public comment Thueson closed the public
hearing.

GENERAL BUSINESS

2013 Fiscal Year Final Appropriation Budget Ordinance - Mayor Thueson requested
Councilmember Biorn if he had any concerns regarding the proposed 2013 Fiscal Year
Budget. Biorn said he had no concerns and asked if any council members had any
questions. Thueson said the Water Fund includes an increase in rates of five percent.
Council may decide to leave it or reduce it. Biorn said the water system is deteriorating and
is going to need some major renovation and some lines need to be upgraded to be able to

1



handle additional fire support. Others are just plain worn out. Rather than wait and having to
borrow a lot of money it makes sense to start collecting something now, put it aside and
when it comes time to fix water lines the city will have some available funding. Thueson said
he has been talking to Paul Scoresby of Schiess and Associates regarding some decisions
needing to be made on the water line under the street of West Main. The water line on the
North side of West Main will be abandoned. If it is left where it is at it will be right underneath
the curb of the street and sidewalks when the new West Main Street is constructed. The
water line is about 80 years old and it seems best to go to the South side water line,
connecting the services there, since it is newer. In order to do this, it can not be included in
the street project and the city will need to pay for it. It will cost about $100,000 to $125,000.
If the city does it themselves the cost can be cut considerably. This will give the city about
two to three years to raise this money and complete it. The city also needs to continue to
fund depreciation in its utilities. Councilmember Willmore asked if there are other increases
in utilities. Biorn said the Sewer and Sanitation Funds have three percent increases. Biorn
said there hasn't been a sewer increase for three years. Biorn said reserves have been used
for the Waste Water Phase III Sewer project and they need to be rebuilt. Councilmember
Bagley pointed out the ordinance, section 1, had the wrong date and needed to be corrected.
Deputy Clerk Wilson made the correction. Councilmember Hill said as a member of the

Finance Committee he recommends the five percent increase in the Water Fund. Thueson
said in order to obtain any future grant for water fund needs the city has to show they are
capable of providing a match. A five percent increase is about $1.50 additional to the water
bill. Biorn said water grants are not funded at the same rate as sewer fund grants. Many
times cities have to come up with half the money. Bagley said she wishes the public was
more involved in this process and is concerned about increasing rates, since everything
seems to be going up except for wages. Thueson said this budget shows good management
and foresight. A motion to approve the 2013 Fiscal Year Final Appropriation Budget with
foregoing the tax amount agreed upon for the fire district, the water fund increase of five
percent and the sewer and sanitation fund increase of three percent and to suspend the
reading of Ordinance No. 2012-4 on three different days and the ordinance be read by title
only once was made by Biorn and seconded by Bagley. A role call vote followed with council
members Rubert, yes; Bagley, yes; Biorn, yes; Hill, yes and Willmore, yes. Motion passed 5­
O. Biorn read the ordinance by title only. Thueson asked for further discussion. There was
no further discussion. Thueson called for a motion. A motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-4
was made by Biorn and seconded by Bagley. A role call vote followed with council members
Rubert, yes; Bagley, yes; Biorn, yes; Hill, yes and Willmore, yes. Motion passed 5-0.

Resolution requiring property owners to guaranty payment of utilities by tenants
(Forsberg/Parkinson) - Attorney Forsberg said this is the city's attempt to bring the city into
compliance with its ordinance in how utility accounts are structured. Current City Code
section 13.02.020 defines who can be a customer for utility purposes. "Customer" or "user"
means the owner of a residence, building, or structure who has made application and who
has been accepted under the terms of these regulations and who receives water service from
the water department. The term "customer" or "user" does not include tenants, as it shall be
the owner's responsibility to apply for service and to pay for service. Forsberg said the city
hasn't followed its own ordinance for a very long time. The city carries more and more
tenants on its accounts as utility customers and not surprisingly tenant utility customers don't
pay their bills a lot more often than people who own the property. This has become a
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problem with the city and the financial loss to the city is becoming significant. The problem is
the city really doesn't know who the tenants are and who the owners are. This proposed
resolution in the city will allow owners of properties to guarantee accounts in the tenant's
name. This gives owners a choice. If the owner doesn't like that arrangement it will be their
responsibility to come in and place the account in their name. Mayor Thueson said the city is
losing money when people skip on their bill. By the time the city finds out someone has left
the city is holding a substantial bill. This then gets turned to a collection agency and the city
is lucky to retrieve 5 or 10 percent back. In speaking with Mayors from other cities this is how
they are doing it. Councilmember Biorn said the resolution is not putting into effect a new law
requiring the land owner to guarantee the utilities. What it is doing is allowing the city to
leave the accounts in their existing names but make the property owner responsible if there
is a default. If the resolution isn't passed the city has to comply with the ordinance which
means letters will be sent to property owners where they must change the utilities into their
name. This gives them an option. Councilmember Rubert said if he understands this
resolution correctly it clarifies and strengthens the law already on the books. Forsberg said it
makes it a bit easier on city staff to enforce and in that sense it strengthens the law.
Councilmember Hill said the city or the property owner shouldn't be responsible for the
utilities it should be the person using the services. Forsberg said it really is the property
owner getting the benefit. If you're unable to rent your property because you can't get utility
services on the property then it renders your property valueless. The owner guarantees the
city gets paid, but the owner is getting the benefit of renting the property. Hill asked if notices
to the property owner could be sent when the tenant is delinquent. Staff said this could be
done. Councilmember Biorn asked about placing liens on properties to collect. Forsberg
said the city has the ability to go to the county commission to ask for a lien, the commission
must then past an ordinance permitting the lien, then the county assessor must then assess
the lien. Council then discussed charging a higher amount for a deposit. Councilmember
Willmore asked if the city should charge a higher deposit. Mayor Thueson said this is the
next item on the agenda, but added if this resolution is passed there may not be a need for a
higher utility deposit. A motion to pass Resolution 2012-4 requiring property owners to
guaranty the payment of all utilities used by tenants on the owner's property was made by
Biorn and seconded by Councilmember Willmore. All council members present were in
favor. Motion passed 5-0.

Discussion of Resolution Establishing Utility Deposit Policy (Hill) - Councilmember Hill
said he believes the current deposit of $140 isn't an adequate deposit, since it doesn't really
cover past due amounts when people stop paying their utility bill. Hill thought it should be
kept the entire life of the account. Biorn said the current resolution reads "a security deposit
shall consist of two months worth of the estimated yearly billing at the customer's service
address, based on current rates. Customers shall be entitled to the return of their deposit on
discontinuance of service and payment of all charges due or after one year if they maintain a
good payment record with the City. Biorn suggested a resolution for a $300 deposit and an
additional paragraph allowing for the city to hold a renter's deposit for the full length of the
service and to not be returned until the service is terminated. If they are a homeowner, then
hold for one year. Forsberg advised the keeping of a deposit for the length of the account
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could be a real bookkeeping nightmare for staff and could be years. Thueson thought since
making the property owner responsible for the bill will also control some of the problems with
the deposit. Forsberg said it is a cost of doing business as a landlord. Council continued to
discuss and decided staff should continue to follow the current resolution as it is and start
charging a larger deposit based on the current rates. Thueson asked if council wanted to
modify the current resolution. There being no motion to modify the current resolution
Thueson moved on to the next agenda item.

Discussion of Water Pumps (Biorn) - Councilmember Biorn asked if anyone had noticed if
they were experiencing low water pressure in their homes. Many responded they had
noticed. Biorn explained it was because the city was currently only running on two water
pumps and with the additional hot weather many people were watering, causing many
residents to experience low water pressures. The city has six pumps in total and the city only
uses four, of which two are broken. The other two pumps are emergency boost pumps for
fire. Those two pumps are 100 horse power each and are not part of the self regulating
water pressure system called SCADA. PWS Butigan provided some quotes for placing the
needed variable drives into the two 100 horse power pumps and to add them on to the
SCADA system. Butigan discussed how the SCADA system works with the pumps. Biorn
expects the cost of placing these pumps onto the system will cost around $25,000 and the
Water Fund has reserves. He recommends reserves are spent to complete this project.
Butigan thought it would be closer to $15,700 in this year's budget. Butigan said it would
make sense to utilize these pumps instead of just letting them sit. Councilmember Hill
thought this would require more maintenance. Butigan disagreed, saying one of the lift
pumps has a variable drive and it has run for four years with nothing going wrong. A motion
to approve the quote from Energy Management and NKD Technology for variable drives for
the two 100 horse power pumps and for their addition on to the SCADA system was made by
Biorn and seconded by Hill. All councilmembers present were in favor. Motion passed 5-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public to comment.

INVOICES & CLAIMS - Payment Approval Reports were presented to Council. Following
some questions where were satisfactory answered by staff, a motion to pay the invoices and
claims was made by Councilmember Bagley and seconded by Councilmember Willmore. All
council members present were in favor. Motion passed 5-0.

MINUTES - Regular Council Meeting Minutes of July 26,2012 were presented to council. A
motion to accept the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of July 26,2012 was made by
Councilmember Bagley and seconded by Councilmember Hill. All council members present
were in favor. Motion passed 5-0.

DEPARTMENT, COUNCIL & MAYOR REPORTS

Police Chief Smith reported on attending the Ashton Dam Emergency Meeting. Smith also
reported on sending a letter out to a property owner regarding the condition of the property.
Grant money in the amount of $3,300 will be spent on equipment for the department. This
amount has to be spent on traffic safety equipment. The COP grant has been accepted by
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the city.

PWS Butigan reported crews will begin chip sealing on Monday. Flyers will be distributed to
try to get vehicles to park off of the streets being chip sealed. They will be doing First North
from Sixth to West Main, Second from Seventh to Eighth, Third by Boyd Yancey Memorial
Park to Eighty West and then they are going to finish the section on West Fourth North.
There is about 4,000 gallons of oil left over and so they will try and see what they can
continue to do. Crews will do East Fourth North out to the Highway, First West from Fourth
up to the School, and First South about two blocks by the shop and fire station. Crews are
only chip sealing the lane of traffic and not the entire road. The lane of traffic is the most
important part and the side can be preserved by crack sealing. This allows for doing more
roads. It will take about two days to complete the chip sealing. If cars are not moved, then
cars will be towed. Some streets the crews can go by the cars.

Attorney Forsberg had nothing to report.

Deputy Clerk Wilson had nothing to report.

Councilmember Rubert had nothing to report.

Councilmember Bagley reported working on the bylaws for the Mayor's Youth Council. She
has visited with Chris Tucker from the School District and he is going to be making it part of
the curriculum in next year's school program and is willing to help out with what ever the city
needs. Bagley hopes to have this prepared before school starts. Once the bylaws are
prepared Bagley will bring them to council for council review. Mayor Thueson asked if
Bagley has spoken to Mindy Jensen. Thueson said there may be available grants and
Jensen volunteered to assist. Bagley said she will contact Jensen.

Councilmember Biorn asked staff if meters have been placed in the parks. PWS Butigan
said the meters have been ordered and crews are just waiting for their arrival. Biorn also
reminded Chief Smith the signs are up at the city's entrances indicating Business Licenses
are required. A fruit stand was selling fruit today without a business license. Smith asked if
someone places their business on another business property do they need a license or are
they operating under the property owner's business license. Attorney Forsberg said they
need to have a business license. Deputy Wilson said the people selling peaches came in
today to the office and purchased their business license.

Councilmember Hill reported during the weekend Pioneer Days events there was someone
selling items at the entrance to Keefer Park next to the car show. Hill asked if he had a
business license and contacted the Chamber of Commerce. Hill said he returned to the park
and he had packed up and gone.

Councilmember Willmore asked staff if the electric installation at the airport was completed.
PWS Butigan said it was and if anyone wants to be hooked up to contact the city. Willmore
also asked about the street lights not working out at the airport. Butigan asked for a work
order to be completed. Deputy Clerk Wilson said she would follow up on this. Willmore said
there are some rocks which need to be cleaned up at the airport. Butigan said he would
check into it.
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Mayor Thueson reported there will be a meeting with Schiess & Associates, Scott Ellsworth
of LHTAC (Local Highway Technical Assistance Council) and city staff regarding the
preliminary design of West Main Street. The meeting date has yet to be established.
Thueson is requesting PWS Butigan and Councilmember Erickson also attend this meeting.
Thueson also thought Councilmember Biorn should attend due to discussion of the water
lines under West Main. Attorney Forsberg said he would attend at the Mayor's request.
Thueson said the city attorney would only be necessary if the city determines there may be
some property boundary changes. Thueson said changing any property lines is the last thing
the city wants to do. Thueson said he might request Forsberg's presence to reiterate no
property line changes are being requested by the city. Thueson said the agency slowing the
process is the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency). EPA's report doesn't need to be
completed until February of next year and Schiess and Associates can not start on their
designs until EPA's report is completed.

The next meeting, August 23,2012, has been canceled so everyone can attend the Annual
Summer Fest.

There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 8:25 p.m. by Mayor Thueson.

Attest:
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