Fire District Annexation

As reported in the February 16" edition of the Standard Journal, the city is currently in negotiations with
the South Fremont Fire District. The request of the city is to be annexed into the fire district. Here are a
few facts that will explain why the city has made this request.

e The City of St. Anthony pays nearly half of all costs associated with fire support in the southern
portion of Fremont County while representing 27% of the taxable property.

e St. Anthony residents, when compared to county residents, pay considerably more for fire
support. An example is; a home in the city assessed at $100,000 pays $140.64 yearly while a
home assessed at the same value in South Fremont County pays $64.00 yearly. Compare those
figures with the other fire districts. North Fremont residents pay $42.58 and Island Park
residents $15.93 per $100,000 assessed property value.

e The city budget line item for the fire department is $129,426.00 which represents 21% of all
property taxes received from city residents. If the city is allowed to be annexed, the
contribution would be approximately $58,929.38. The result is an extra $70,496.00 that could
be used to reduce city taxes, fund street and sewer repairs, or replace city employees that had
to be laid off in October 2009.

e The majority of the budget for fire is salaries and benefits for dispatchers that man the fire
station 24 hours a day. To address this concern, the city has asked Fremont County, specifically,
the Sheriff, if dispatching could be done at the 911 center. We have received their support since
they already provide the same service for North Fremont and Island Park districts.

This information has been presented to both the S.F. Fire District Commissioners and to the St. Anthony
City Council. Each must decide if annexation is appropriate. If both decide that annexation serves the
needs of both the city and district residents, then each must pass a resolution accepting the annexation.
The resolutions would then be filed with Fremont County, undergo a certification process, then the city
property owners would be levied at the same rate as the district. This process could take approximately
2 years.

As the new tax assessments for the fire district is passed to the city residents, it would seem appropriate
that the city council reduce the city resident’s taxes by at least the same amount as the new assessment.

The city council will continue negotiations with the district and update you as to the progress. To share
your ideas and concerns you can attend a council meeting on either the first or third Thursday of each
month at 7:00 PM, or you can contact Mayor Thueson or any Council Member by email or phone, or call
the city offices at 624-3494. This information and updates will also be made available on the city’s
website. www.cityofstanthony.org



