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a clean and
dependable
supply of
drinking water.
We continuously
strive to ensure
that your

We are happy to report that our drinking water meets or exceeds federal and state
requirements. Last year we conducted tests for more than 80 contaminants. This Annual
Water Quality Report is designed to inform you about the quality of the water and services we
deliver to you every day. Sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled water) include rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
e Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
e Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or
result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and

gas production, mining, or farming.

e Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as

agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

e Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals,
which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also

come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.

e Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and

gas production and mining activities.

drinking water
looks, smells,
and tastes
great. We want
you to
understand the
efforts we make
to continually
protect our
water resource
which is the
heart of our
community, our
way of life, and
our children’s
future care.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling EPA’'s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 or at its website, http://www.epa.gov/safewater/hotline/.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.

Community water supplies are continuously jeopardized
by cross-connections unless appropriate valves, known as
backflow prevention devices, are installed and maintained.
Idaho State Rules for Drinking Water Systems states
“There shall be no connection between the distribution
system and any pipes, pumps, hydrants, water-loading
stations, or tanks whereby unsafe water or other
contaminating materials may be discharged or drawn into
a public water system.” (IDAPA 58.01.08). For that reason,
all residences using sprinkler systems for landscape
irrigation are required to have backflow prevention devices
installed and inspected every year. Failure to comply will
result in your water being turned off. Please contact our
office at 624-3494 for additional information.

DID YOU KNOW?
One of out eight people
lack access to clean
water. In developing
countries, women walk an
average of 3.7 miles to
get water. In war-ravaged
countries, this can be the
most dangerous task any
woman can do.

The City of St. Anthony invites all
residents to attend our public meetings
where topics concerning matters related

to water, water projects, and other
important issues may be discussed. Our
regularly scheduled meetings are the 2™

and 4™ Thursdays of every Month
beginning at 7 p.m.

WHAT IS IN MY WATER?

The City of St. Anthony has a
Source Water Protection Plan
that has been recognized and
certified by the Idaho
Department of Environmental

Quality (DEQ).

This plan has been designed to
protect the integrity of our
drinking water and the source
from which it comes. It identifies
potential contaminant sources
and land practices that pose the
greatest risks to our drinking
water, and protection measures
that have been and will be
undertaken to protect all
members of our community.
Strategies include distributing
education information to
residents. A complete copy of
this plan is available for review.
Please contact our office at
624-3494 to obtain a copy, or
for additional information.

The City of St. Anthony routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water in accordance with federal and Idaho
state regulations. The table on the back shows the detection of the following constituents in your water for the period of
January 1% through December 31%, 2012. The following table provides information on your water quality.



CONSTITUENT TABLE
CONSTITUENT Violation | MCL MCLG | Lowest Highest Date Typical sources of
(Y/N) Level Level Tested contamination
detected | detected | (mmlyy)
INORGANIC CONTAMINANTS

Antimony, Total N 1 1 0 1 01/12 Discharge from petroleum
refineries; fire retardants;
ceramics; electronics; solder.

Arsenic N 2 2 2 2 10/10 Erosion of natural deposits;
Runoff from orchards; Runoff
from glass and electronics
production wastes.

Barium N .02 .02 .017 .02 01/12 Discharge of drilling wastes;
Discharge from metal refineries;
Erosion of natural deposits.

Combined Radium | N .63 .63 .28 .63 01/12 Erosion of natural deposits.

Combined Uranium | N .52 .52 2 .52 01/12 Erosion of natural deposits.

Fluoride N 1.6 1.6 1.3 1.6 01/12 Erosion of natural deposits; Water
additive which promotes strong
teeth; Discharge from fertilizer
and aluminum factories.

Nitrate (mg/L) N 1.31 1.31 1.3 1.31 01/12 Runoff from fertilizer use
sewage; leaching from septic
tanks; erosion of natural deposits.

DISINFECTION BY-PRODUCTS

Total Trihalomethang N 80 n/a 0 3.39 2010 By-product of drinking
water chlorination.

Haloacetic Acid N 60 n/a 0 0 n/a By-product of drinking

Group 5 water chlorination.

Chlorine N MRDL | MRDLG| .0875 .195 Monthly Water additive used to

=4 =4 control microbials.
MICROBIAL CONTAMINANTS AND DISINFECTANTS

Total N >1 0 0 0 Monthly Naturally present in the

Coliform environment.

Fecal Coliform N * 0 0 0 Monthly Human and animal fecal

or E. coli waste.

LEAD/COPPER
g #of sites C :
: Date(s) 90th Action : Violation | Possible Source of
el Collected | Percentile | Level nlSe i‘g\?\efle G Y/N Contamination
Lead (ppb) 09/10 0 15 0 0 N Corrosion of household
plumbing systems. Erosion
of natural deposits.

Copper (ppm) 09/10 .323 1.3 1.3 0 N Corrosion of household

plumbing systems. Erosion
of natural deposits.
DEFINITIONS Lead Informational Statement

In the table above, you will find terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better
understand these terms we've provided the following definitions:

Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant, which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
reguirements, which a water system must follow.

Initial Distribution System Evaluation (ISDE): IDSE is an important part of the Stage 2 Disinfection By-
Products Rule (DBPR). The IDSE is a one-time study conducted by some water systems, providing
disinfection or chlorination, to identify distribution system locations with concentrations of trihalomethanes
(THMs) and haloacetic acids (HAAs). Water systems will use results from the IDSE, in conjunction with their
Stage 1 DBPR compliance monitoring data, to select monitoring locations for Stage 2 DBPR. Not all water
systems were required to perform an IDSE.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.
MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there
is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial
contaminants.

Non-Detect (ND): Laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present.

Parts per million (ppm): One part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or one penny in
$10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb): One part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years or one penny in
$10,000,000.

Treatment Technique: A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

Nitrates in Ground Water a Continuing Issue for Idaho Citizens -Nitrate is the most widespread ground
water contaminant in Idaho and the most common contaminant found in public water supply systems. It
has a federal drinking water quality concentration standard of 10 milligrams per liter (mg/l) or 10 parts per
million (ppm) for nitrate nitrogen. The standards are based on studies assessing the risk of developing
methrmoglobenemia or “blue baby syndrome” in infants as a result of exposure to nitrates. Nitrate pollution
at very low levels has probably exited in Idaho waters since settlement times. However, both in Idaho and
other agricultural states, increasing nitrate pollution is a relatively recent phenomenon and is correlated with
the increasing use of nitrogen fertilizers over the last 30 to 40 years (DEQ, 2001). How can you help
lessen the impact of nitrate in ground water? When applying regular fertilizer, follow application amount
directions. Don't soak it afterward, just water enough to get the fertilizer off the grass and onto the soil.

Too much water will only push the fertilizer past the root zone where it will provide no benefit to your lawn.

(Health effects and ways to reduce
exposure). If present, elevated
levels of lead can cause serious
health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young
children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and
components associated with
service lines and home plumbing.
The City of St. Anthony is
responsible for providing high
quality drinking water, but cannot
control the variety of materials
used for plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting
for several hours, you can
minimize the potential for lead
exposure by flushing your tap for
30 seconds to 2 minutes before
using water for drinking or cooking.
If you are concerned about lead in
your drinking water, you may wish
to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize exposure
is available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791
or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Inmuno-compromised persons
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about

drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means
to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at

1-800-426-4791 or at http://www.epa.qgov/safewater/hotline/.




